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"If we are for independence we can only vote for the Congress", concluded
Sardar Patel. uThere is neither fear nor shame in it. If Congressmen failed in the
elections the Government would tell the world that our claim for independence is
a sham. If three crores of voters are reached by the Congress, there can be
nothing more conducive to mass contact." He appealed to those, who had votes, to
give it to the Congress. The Maharashtra had proved its strength by making a
success of the Faizpur session. Let the country prove its strength by voting for
the Congress.
Mr. Q-angadharrao Deskpande, seconding the resolution, said that it was for
those who opposed the Congress to prove how to help India by working the consti-
tution. The Congress should create an atmosphere on the first of April for wrecking
the Act. What all should concentrate upon was to wreck the constitution, wnich
perpetuated slavery. The Congress was an organisation which from Dadabhoy
Naoroji to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru had been built up by sacrifices. It should be
unnecessary for the Congress to ask for the votes of electors. As regards the charge
of irreligion against the Congress, could they show better hands than Pandit
Malaviya ? Even when a Congress Government came, it would not interfere with
religion. The Congress had only one enemy and that was the man who kept India
under foreign domination.
Mr. K. M. Jedhe supported the resolution which was passed.
Other Resolutions
The resolutions on Hartal on April 1, 1937, and the Coronation were put from the
Chair and passed.
The invitation from Gujarat to"hold the nest  session there was accepted.
Babu Rajendra Prasad, in a speech thanking the Reception Committee on behalf
of the "Working Committee,-began reminding them how ten months ago Mr. Nehru
came back and took up the Presidentship or the Congress with enthusiasm. They
were looking forward to the day when he would be not only the President of the
Congress, but of the whole country. The speaker congratulated Mr. Shankarrao Deo
and Mr. Dawrane and their associates on the success of the session. The Maharashtra
had set before them a great example of discipline and organisation.
Mr. M. 8. Aney hoped that Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru would be the first President
of the Indian Republic.
Mr. Jawaharlal Nehru associated himself with the tributes paid to Mr. Shankerrao
Deo and others of the Reception Committee. Someone had remarked that he (Mr.
Nehru) was the spoilt child of the Congress. It was a correct statement. How
could he help being spoilt when they all made every effort to spoil him.
Mr. Nehru proceeded to point out that the greatness of great leaders was the
result of the support that the people united to give them. He was pleased with
the discipline and order with which so many thousands had conductedjSthemselves
at the session. If they could utilise this discipline and order and work for Swaraj,
what a great thing it would be ?
Mr. Shankerrao Deo thanked all organisers and workers and particularly those
who first refused to give the land for holding the session. uYande; Mataram" was
sung next and the session concluded amidst enthusiastic scenes,